statutory control of radioactive material in the USSR.
The remainder of the book is mainly concerned with clinical and pathological aspects of radiationsickness. The chapters contributed by different authors overlap considerably. All would have profited by rather more rigorous treatment of some of the data and ideas presented.
Western readers will find an unfamiliar slant to the pathology of radiation-sickness. Virchow's cellular concept is discounted in favour of a more Pavlovian view which stresses the importance of nervous influences on all pathological processes. Such influences are often subtle and sometimes startling, as in the induction of lobar pneumonia by irradiation of the sympathetic ganglia.
Finally, the highly unorthodox approach of the Russians is strikingly shown by the cursory treatment of certain topics. The effects of radiation on cell-division and inheritance, the oxygen factor and the target theory are all dealt with in a few lines. This new book, written by two venereologists of distinction, will command attention. It is a worthy addition to other competitors in its field. Its relatively cheap price has been achieved at the expense of presentation by condensing the bulk of the illustrations into four segments of unnumbered pages on art paper. The text is dogmatic and succinctly expressed, although rather staccato at times, and requires some concentration from the reader. Having continually to break this to search for the illustrations elsewhere is both irritating and distracting and the excellent pictures, particularly those in colour, lose much of their impact from being concentrated in this way. The book is up to date and for the most part follows conventional lines. However, the widely accepted practice of treating smear-negative female contacts of patients with gonorrhoea in advance of the culture findings is criticized as a violation of the 'fundamental principle' of diagnosis before treatment. And yet flaunting of this principle is openly advocated in the treatment of the male consorts of females suffering from the far less serious condition of trichomoniasis.
That the same principle has been deliberately broken in respect of millions of persons treated as asymptomatic contacts in the World Health Organization-assisted mass campaigns against yaws and the endemic treponematoses is completely ignored in the few pages of text devoted to these disorders, which are the weakest in an otherwise well written book.
R R WILLCOX
Recent Advances in Venereology by Ambrose King TD MB BS FRCS pp vii +496 60s London: J & A Churchill 1964 This is an excellent book. Dedicated aptly to Colonel L W Harrison, 'who established the subject of venereology in Great Britain', it was commenced in 1949 but put into abeyance as the striking post-war reduction in the incidence of venereal diseases occurredwith the consequent lack of interest in the specialty. With the doubling of the figures in the past decade its appearance, the first of the 'Recent Advances' series on the subject, is timely.
The work surveys comprehensively the most important literature of the period. It is objectively and smoothly written, the data selected telling their own story, and the personal views of the author do not intrude. Indeed even for matters on which he has published strong views, e.g. treatment before diagnosis, the reader will search in vain.
All aspects of venereal syphilis, gonorrhoea and the other venereal diseases are covered and there are sections on Reiter's syndrome and trichomoniasis. Otherwise not illustrated, it has four useful diagrams relating to the pattern of syphilitic antibodies. As a work of reference, on the Jarisch-Herxheimer reaction, to cite an example, it will be of particular value.
Two notable omissions are reviews of the public health aspects of venereal disease control in different countries, including case-finding methods and epidemiological treatment, and also of endemic syphilis and other non-venereax treponematoses which are entirely excluded. While the author has adhered strictly to his title, without such coverage the claim on the dust-cover that the international implications of the problem have been fully explored cannot be entirelyjustified. London &c.: Oxford University Press 1964 The fourth edition of this well known book appears ten years after its predecessor, a decade in which the treatment of tuberculosis has been transformed. Several chapters have had to be rewritten in order to include recently acquired knowledge of mycobacteria, and anti-tuberculosis drugs.
This edition is the best up-to-date English description of pulmonary tuberculosis. It is not as large and comprehensive as some overseas publications but, with the falling prevalence of tuberculosis, it should satisfy the needs of specialists in chest diseases in whatever country they may be working. The authors allow themselves to be bogged down in scientific jargon at timeseven a scheme becomes a schemaand such common symptoms as cough, lassitude and hemoptysis are barely mentioned. On the other hand, pathogenesis and the vagaries of tubercle bacilli in the face of modern drugs are very well described. Outmoded therapeutic measures such as artificial pneumothorax and thoracoplasty are mercifully no longer advocated.
The authors may be justifiably proud of their achievement. After the growing pains of previous editions, they now submit a thoroughly mature and informative report upon this important disease. The book is well produced, excellently illustrated and contains adequate references at the end of each chapter.
NEVILLE C OSWALD

Psychiatry for Students by David Stafford-Clark MD FRCP DPM pp 277 35s
London: George Allen & Unwin 1964 This is one of the best of the recent books on psychiatry for medical students. It is clearly and interestingly written and while containing the essentials it does not over-burden students with detail. The various chapters are illustrated by case histories which again are well chosen to bring out the points which the author is stressing. In addition to general psychiatry the book contains a really excellent chapter on child psychiatry by Dr Gerard Vaughan and a useful appendix on psychology as applied to clinical work by Lady Francis-Williams.
There are two relatively minor criticisms which I would like to make. First in a book primarily written for medical students, Dr Stafford-Clark, to my mind, gives too much space and lays too much emphasis on hypnosis. The danger being that a student not trained at Guy's may infer that this is an important aspect of treatment in most psychiatric states, whereas most teaching would hold that it is auseful and subsidiarytechnique for the occasional patient.
Secondly, the incidence of depressive illness in the population as a whole, is given as 0.4%, in other words, half that of schizophrenia. It is notoriously difficult to obtain a true incidence for an illness which varies so markedly in degree, but surely the point here is to put over to the student the fact that depression of mild and moderate degree is in fact extremely common. Nevertheless, I can strongly recommend this book as an introduction to psychiatry for students and a practical guide to the management of patients for general practitioners. The result is a well-written and attractive biography, although unfortunately there is no index, a grave defect in a work which will surely become the authoritative text on Dr Robert Knox, one of the most colourful figures in the history of medicine.
DOUGLAS GUTHRIE
Photochemistry ofProteins and Nucleic Acids by A D McLaren and D Shugar pp xii+449 £5 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1964 This excellently produced book is a mine of information, written with authority by two prominent workers in the subject, and can be throughly recommended to all those engaged or interested in photobiology. It is timely, for there are increasing numbers of people studying the biological effects of ultraviolet irradiation who know little about the kinds of chemical changes the radiation produces and they now have the information readily accessible. The book is also commendably up to date, with the bibliography of some 900 titles containing many published within the last year or two. An introductory chapter clearly outlines the principles of photochemistry, and the eight other chapters are mainly
